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PaRRRty time!



Rubric test run









Rubrics in final project

50% = my rubric

50% = your rubric

Your rubric graded 
separately too



Final project

😱 Due in 15 days 😱



oh noes









Replication, self-documentation, 
and sharing data

A cautionary tale



Debt:GDP = 90%+ → −0.1% growth





Debt:GDP = 90%+ → 2.2% growth



Use self-documenting code
R Markdown!

Ensure code is reproducible
R Markdown!

Don’t touch the raw data
But you can use write_csv()

Use open formats
.csv; not .xlsx, .dta, .dat, etc.
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When is it okay to truncate the y-axis?

When small movements matter



Scale distortion
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When is it okay to truncate the y-axis?

When small movements matter

When zero values are impossible

When it’s normal

Never on bar charts



x-axis issues



Seasonality





Simpson’s Paradox



Extra dimensions

“Nine Rounds a Second: How the Las Vegas Gunman Outfitted a 
Rifle to Fire Faster,” New York Times, October 5, 2017
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